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Me. L. A. Program 


The following papers will be presented at the 1948 
meeting of Group VI: The Period of Milton, at the annual 
convention of the Modern Language Association of America 
in the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City, December 28-30, 
according to the group chairman, Professor Robert R. Cawley, 
of Princeton; 

Professor Don M. Wolfe, Brooklyn College, 
“Problems in the Editing of Milton's Prose." 

Professor Allan H. Gilbert, Duke University, 
"Is Samson Agonistes Unfinished?" 

Professor Rk. C. Ba d, Cornell University, 
“Donne's Travels." 

As mentioned elsewhere in this issue, there will also be 
@ report of the Milton Variorum Committee by its cheirman, 
Professor J. Milton French, of Rutgers University. 


LIBRARIES PLEASE NOTE 


From James G. McManaway, one of the emeritus editors of 
the Seventeenth Century News Letter (he prefere the form 
Seventeenth-Centu News-Letter, by the wey) we have re- 
ceived a number of old copies of eerly issues, We are very 
glad to have these, and are now able to supply a limited 
number of #11 copies except Ill, 2 (Dec. 1944), V (recte), 

1 (Dec. 1946), and VI, 2 (Mey, 1948). 

The gift is appreciated, and if any further old copies 
coulc be unearthed from attics-and trunks, we should like to 
have them, as there is quite a demand from libreries for com- 
plete or nearly complete sets. (Price: 25¢ per copy, new or 
old. No discounts or commissions). 


LI FB RECORDS OF JOHN MILTON 


To the Editor: 

The Rutgers University Press has my copy for the first 
two volumes of my Life Records of John Milton, Although 
there has been considerable delay because of the difficulty 
of procuring type for some unusual abbreviations end con- 
trections, at least two-thirds of those two volumes is now 
in galley proof, and work is proceeding smoothly. I cannot 
promise, however, when the first volume will appear. 

. -- J. Milton French, Rutgers. 


N. Y. LUNCHEON BULLETIN 


By the time this issue of the News Letter reeches you, you 
11 probably have received from Don iM. Wolfe, of Brooklyn Col- 
lege, an announcement of certein changes in the plans for the 


+ L. A. Convention luncheon of Seventeenth Centu folk fi 
he is making the local @rrangements. 


As we got it over long distance just as we wer 
this issue to the printer, it seems for 
to Mr. Wolfe and several other local people with whom he hes 
consulted, to have -- instead of a luncheon -- a dinner et 
hich some distinguished Seventeenth Century scholer would be 
onored. As long as it involves Seventeenth Century people 


ating together, we ere in favor of it, and for detail 
ou to Mr. Wolfe's announcement. ° ile refer 


* quired by the Harvarc Litrary. 


EB. N. S. Thompson 
1877 = 1968 


Professor Blbert N. S. Thompson, just a few months after 
his retirement as Professor of English in the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa, died in an Iowa City hospitel on September 
13, 1948. He had taught et Iowa since 1909, and had pre- 
viously taught at Lehigh (1903-06) and at Yale (1906-09), 
from which he had received his A.B. (1900) and Ph.D. (1903). 
In addition to numerous articles and even more numerous book 
reviews, Professor Thompson was the author of six volumes, 
five of which were concerned (at least in part) with English 
literature of the 17th pera The Controversy between pad 
Furitens end the Stage (Holt, 1905), Essays on Milton (Yale 
University Prees, Tot), Bibliography of Milton (Yale, 1916), 
Literary Bypeths of the Porgy SS 1924), The Eng- . 
Tish Bese the 17% tur owa Studies, 1927). 

is tribute to Professor The Philological 
Quarterly, of which he was an associate editor, sity publish 
an enlarged January, 1949, number to be entitled "Studies in 
Milton." Originally planned to be presented to him on his 
7lst birthday in December, the volume will carry the sub- 
title "Studies in Memory of Elbert HN. S. Thompson." 

-- Baldwin Maxwell, Iowa. 


B. N. S. THOMPSON MEMORIAL ISSUB 
OF PHILOLOGI CAL QUARTERLY 


To the Bditor; 

Enclosed, for such use as you my care to make of it, you 
will find a list of the authors and titles of the studies. 
which will appear in the January 1949 PHILOLOGI CAL QUARTERLY 
"Studies in Milton." lthough Professors Woodhouse and Han- 
ford have promised to send me articles, I have not yet re- 
ceived them and so cennot give the titles. 


Allen, D. C., "Some Theories of the Growth and Crigin of 
Language in Milton's Age.” 

Barker, Arthur, "Structural Pattern in Paradise Lost." 

Bush, Dougles, “Recent Criticism of Paradise Lost.” 


Diekhoff, John 8., "The Trinity MS and the Dictation of 


Paradise Lost." 
Bkfelt, Fred Emil, "Latinate Diction in Milton's English 
Prose. 
Fletcher, Harris, "Milton's Private Library--An Additional 
Title. 
French, J. Milton, "Milton's Homes and Investments," 
Gilbert, Allan H., "Is Semson Agonistes Unfinished?" 
Hanford, J. Holly, 
Hughes, Merritt Y., "Milton anc the Sense of Glory." 
Hunter, William Bridges, Jr., “The Sources of Milton's 
Prosody." 
Parker, William R., "The Date of Samson Agonistes." 
Stoll, Elmer Edgar, "A Postscript to ‘Give the Devil His Due'." 
Svendsen, Kester, “Bpic Address and Reference and the 
Principle of Decorum in Paradise Lost." 
Taylor, George C., "Did Milton Read Robert Crcft's A 
Paradice Within Us, or, The Happie Mind?" 
Woodhouse, A. Se Pep we eevee 


-- Baldwin Maxwell, Univ. of lowe 
Editor, Philological Quarterly. 


BTHEREGE LETTERS 


Dele Underwood, instructor in Englisch at Yale, is report- 
ed to be editing over 100 unpublished Etherege letters ac- 
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THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 
NEWS LETTER 


‘JEdited for members of English Discussion Group VI: 
The Period of Milton, of the Modern Language Asso- 
ciation of America, and for others interested, by 


Dean Arthur M. Coon, 
Sampson College, 
Sampson, New York. 


Please make checks payable to him. Subscriptions 
may begin with any issue, and should be accompanied 
by a news item about the subscriber's recent or pro- 
jected Seventeenth Century activities. (Libraries, 
societies, book and art publishers and dealers, and 
all others trafficking in the affairs of the Seven- 
teenth Century are included in this request). 


Contributing Edjtor: 


March, May, 
October, December. 


James M. Osborn, Yale. 


25¢ per copy (old or new). 
$1.00 per year, 


Vol. VI, No. &, December, 1948 


EDITORIAL 


A subscriber suggests we do a little more editing, to 
spare correspondents the embarrassment of seeming to write 
about themselves. 

Aside from our disinclinetion to do more work, we like 
to preserve the individual flavor of our correspondence, and 
should hate to reauce it all to a savoriess nash, e deathly 
.Coonian prose. 


Anyway, shoulc not one's attituce in writing to the News 


Letter be that of e member pf a fami) 3B a 
mily telling about his act- 
ivities? In our ow families when we report at the Sitios” 
table on what we have been doing during the dey, we are not 
emberrassed at talking ebout ourselves; indeed, we feel ‘t a 
4 to be ..en and pompanionable, 
ough our Seventeenth Century family is too le 

wicespread to sit down at one table “aaron iy yet we ae ail 
ih ap in what its other members ere doing, thinking, 

eeling. Should we not then volunteer thie information about 
risk of a little embarrassment? (To 

ru our correspondent ha 

spite of his protest). 
‘ Thinking over the year's issues of the News Letter, we 
feel that the present one is the dullest. /nd is not the 


reason that it conteins very littl 
rectly from subscribers? y © news about themselves ci- 


J 
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IN SOTHEBY'S ROOMS 


Several documents of interest to seventeenth century stu- 
Gents passed through Sotheby's rooms on October twenty fifth 
end twenty sixth. For exemple, item 492 is a letter by Charles 
I. Item 4935 and 499 and 500 are a series of cocuments signed 
oF Cisrles II. The lattor also beare the signature of Semuel 

epyse 

Sir Isaec Newton is represented by item 612. It is a holo- 
greph manuscript conteining notes on Egyptian mytholory. 
Written closely in Latin end Englieh, Newton's manuscript cov- 
ers eighteen pages of paper, some in folio. The whole world 
of learning seems to have been Newton's oyster -- or, should 
we say his apple? 


J. Me. 0. 


ATTENTION: WILLIAM B. HUNTER, JR., WOFFORD 


Your “Lost Honour" book is Sir William Segar's Honor 
military and ciuill... London, Robert Barker, 1602, and there 
Is @ complete copy in the Newberry Library which was requested 
‘by @ reader five minutes after our reading your call for help 
in the October issue of Seventeenth Century News Letter. 
— (Mrs.) Gertrude L. Yoodwrd, 
Newberry Library, Chicago. 


|} Hutchinson, whose Memoirs were written by his wife. 


THE REV. F. B. HUTCHINSON 


The Rev. F. B- Hutchinson, who died last December 21, was 
a descendent of the famous seventeenth-century Colonel 

It was 
therefore fitting should become a specialist in the 
period with which the family name was associated. Canon 
Hutchinson's distinction as a scholer was already recognized 
in the first decade of this century when he was invited to 
contribute two chapters to The Cambricge History of lish 
Literature. But a busy clerica fe +h as college 
chaplein, as vicer, and as secretary to the Oxford Delegacy 
of Extra-Mural Studies, It was not till after his retirement 
that he had time to write, and the 
study revealed themselves in Milton and the © n 
(1948), in his life of Henry Vaughan (1947), and in hie 
‘edition of the Works of George Herbert. 

I met him only once, but I carried away the warmest: re- 
collection of his sympathy, his kindness, his humility,. 
and his deep understanding of life and letters. r 
== R. Cc. 


& STIMULATING ARTI CLE 
Practical problems of textual criticism have driven many a 


ian Spring, of course, for “a little knowledge” is not enough 
“to sustain the editor who is forced to face a tangle of var- 


‘| iant readings. 


Compared to a printed pley, where only a few texts are in- 
volved, the problem of editing a poem that exists in dozens of 
manuscript texte is a nightmare. The procedures followed by 


| biblical scholars, medievalists, and the editors of printed 


texts fall short of the editors' needs. And yet, what is to 
be done with a widely copied poem, for which fid avthoritative 
text is preserved? 


A method for dealing with textual problems ofthis sort is 


'| demonstrated in the September (1948) PMLA, by Edwin Wolf 2nd.* 


Taking the well known poem beginning, “If shadows be a pic- 
ture's excellence", Wolf examines twenty-eight different 
texts, replete with variant readings. In fact, one line of 
the poem exists in seventeen different versions. 

Though experienced textual critics my take exception to 
some of Wolf's suggestions, we believe that anyone concerned 
with editing seventeenth century poems will find this article 
stimlating. It should be especially valuable to students 
who have newly come to textual work. Indeed, Wolf's article 
may well become a standard reference for graduate students, 
especially the fortunate ones who may be assigned an actual 
exercise in preparing a text from miltiple versions of a poem. 

om Je Me 0. 
* An abstract of this article appeared in our last issue. 


CONTRI BUTOR OF THE YBAR 


As we mention in our editorial, we have been thinking 


| over the issues of this, our first year as editor of the 


News Letter.’ Whose contributions heve been the most 


Interesting to read? 


We must first, of course, rule out the contributims of 
James M. Osborn, as he is one of the editors. And while 
the factual material comprised in the abstracts is useful, 
‘we ere not thinking of the purely utiliterien. 

While we should be gled to hear of other nominations, 
we believe our vote would go to Mr. Esmond S. de Beer, of 
-London, His letters in. the May and October issues have 
. been not only informetive, but chatty, thoughtful, and 
‘personal. One of the reasons for their interest, no doubt, 
,is thet Mr. de Beer does not confine himself entirely to 
information, but ventures views and opinions of his ow as 
well. . 

Our vote for second place would be split between Mr. 
Henry Pettit, Univ. of. Colorado (May), and Mr. 
Harry A. Cobrin, New York City (October). Mr. Pettit tells 
of his own work as bibliographer, but also expresses severul 
interesting personal attitudes. And Mr. Cobrin's shocked 
protest et our matter-of-fact shop talk about literature -- 
which he loves and fears we do not -- is very honest and 
human. (But read the books end articles some of our corres- 
pondents have written, Mr. Cobrin; reading the News Letter 
is e jittle like being the only layman eat a surgeons’ 


luncheon table). 


a 


scholar to drink. We refer primarily to drafts from the Pier- . 
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SEVENTEENTH CENTURY ABSTRACTS 


Kenyon Review 


“Bmotion in Words Again." Kenyon Review, X. 
Milton's use of the "keyword™ all in Paradise Lost is dis- 
cussed at some length (pp. 597-601). 

=- Don A. Keister, Akron. 


Modern Langue ge Notes 


Wendell, John P. “Two Cruxes in the Poetry of Donne." 

MLN, LXIII. 477-481. 
"Specular stone" refers to translucent stone like elabaster. 
A passage in a sermon by Donne confirms this. 

In the lest 3 lines of The Progresse of the Soule, LD. 
is distinguishing between the perfection of simples, as in- 
dicated by the word "simply," and the mixed nature of com- 
pounds which contein contrarieties. Opinion, D. believes, 


is a useful stete of mind in a worlé whose nature is rele- 
tive. 


Thomas, Sidney. "New Light on the Nashe-H-rvey Quarrel." 
MLN, LXIII. 461-483. 

The quarrel was alive in 1592, though the Harveys' policy 

was to igaore attacks, However, a passage in Gabriel 

Harvey's Philedelphus (1592) seems aimed at Nashe. 


Heltzel, Virgil B. "Young Francis Bacon's Tutor." 
MLN, LXIIIJ. 483-485, 


Wasserman, Berl R. "Coleridge's ‘Metrical Experiments.'" 
MLN, LOI. 491-492. 

Ko. 10 of these poems was borrowed from William Cartwright's 

"Sadness." Coleridge changed the final lines, improving 

the melody. 


Wilson, H. S. A review of Five-Act Structure, 

by T. W. Baldwin, Ue of . 947, MLN, LXIII. 494-496, 
Shakespeare wrote his earliest pleys with a & definite five- 
act structure in mind. W. doubts B's precise dating of plays, 
sees the case for LLL's primacy as strong, but queries 1591 
for R. & Je Sees B's distinctions between Shakespeare's 
expository and nerrative purposes as somewhat unprofitab’s. 


Bronson, Bertrand H. A review of Elizabethan Poetry in 
. the 18th Century, by E. R. Wasserman, UW. of tll. Pe, 
. 


JI. 496-600, 
“Blizabethan” covers Skelton to Herrick. W. fuile to ad- 
mit standards other than Elizabethan. Useful chapters 
on Spenser's impect and the Bliz. 'revival.' 


Liorens, V., Review, in Spanish, of Boccalini in Spain. A 
fet of His Influence on Prose Nction of the Cos 
He Willian ams, Ven asha, Wie MEN, 
B. was popular in Spain throughout the 17 C. This singuler 
acceptance of en euthor hostile to Spain needs explenation,. 
W. makes too mch of pacifist similerities in B. & Quevedo. 


Lievsay, John Leon. Review of The Palmerin Romances in 
Bliz. Prose Fiction, by Mary Patchell, Columbia U. P., 
MEW, LITT. 
A valuebio 6 contribution to the history of taste, based on 
works significent for English fiction, but of slight 
intrinsic merit. 


~- J. Max Patrick, 
Univ. of Florida. 


Mocern Langue ge Quarterly 


Williem B. Hunter, Jr., "Prophetic Dreams end Visions in 
‘Paradise Lost'. MQ, IX. 277-285. 

In Paradise Lost “there are...a number of true revelations, 
inspired by God either directly or through angelic mediation... 
It is my..-purpose to show the background of this divine 
revelation in rabbinical and Neo-Pletonic theory." 


-- Garlend Ethel, Univ. of Viashingtm. 
Modern Langue ge Review 


Grierson, E.J.C. "John Donne and the ‘Via Media.’ " MLR, 
XLIII, 305-214. 
Donne showed sympathy with the Anglican doctrine es a via 
media between extreme Cetholicism and extreme Calvinism as 
early @s “Satire 111," made full ecceptence of it only in 
1615, and defended it in the Sernons; positively, as pro- 
viding ell thet is essential to a true church; negatively, 
as avoiding the additions to the articles of faith in which 
the Church of Rome erred, notably that of Transubstantiation. 


Stein, Arnolé. “Joseph Hell's Imitation of Juvenai." MLR, 
XLIII. 315-322, 

Critics have disparaged Hall for slavish dependence on 
duvenal in the Virgidemiarum, Examination of a series of 
"borrowed" passages shows Hall more an imitetor in the 
Jonsonian sense--one who can convert the substance or 
riches of enother poet to his own use--than a mere trans- 
lator, In his basic attitudes, such as indignatio, he re- 
sembled rather than imiteted Juvensel. 


Simpson, Percy. "A Modern Fable of ABsop." MR, XLIII. 
403-405, 

ABsop, one of the seven members of the Chamberlain's Com 

peny satirized in Ben Jonson's Poetester IlI, iv, 276-306, 

is to be, identified as Heminges, not es Shakespeare as 

claimed by HE. D. Gray in MR, XLII. 173-179. 


‘Shackleton, Robert. “Botero, Bodin, and Robert Johnson," 
MLR, XLIJI. 405-409. 

In & introduction to his translation of Giovanni Botero's 

Reletioni Universeli, Robert Johnson borrowed inaccurately 

and without acknowledgement also from Jean Bodin's Methods 

(1566), end bodily stole Robert Dallington's A Method for 

Travell (16057). He dese.ves credit, however, for singling 


| out interesting historical and geographical ideas from Bodin 


and leying them before English readers. 


Maxwell, J. C. "Plato and Milton.” MLR, XLIII. 409-410. 
Miss Irene Sarwel in her Plato end Milton (1947) failed to 
note the clear indebtedness of one passage in Of Ecucation 
to Plato's Theaetetus. 


-- S. Blaine Bwing, Lehigh. 
Studies in Philosogy 


Craig, Hardin. "Pericles and The Peinfull Adventures." 

SP, XLV. €00-8 
Comparison of Shakespeare! s Pericles (1609) and George 
Wilkins’ novel, The Painful) Adventures (1608), suggests 
that the "bad quarto” is "from the points of view of ade- 
quacy end completeness...a good quarto, the result of pains- 
taking and euccessful revision.” 


Spears, Monroe K. “Some Ethical Aspects of Matthew Prior's 
Poetry.” SP, XLV. 606-629, 

fhows that the anti-Stoicism of the later 17th century 

continues in the early 18th century poetry of Prior. 


-- William 5B. Hunter; Jr. 
NO SEVENTEENTH CENTURY MATERIAL: Accent; Hudson Review; 
Kenyon Review; Partisan Review; P.M.L.Ae; Review of mng- 
Studies; Scrutiny; Sewanee Review. NO NEPOPT: His- 
panic Review; Journal of Bnrlish and Cermanic Philology; 
of Icees; London Times Literary Supplement; Philo- 
I 


gicel Quarterly. NO ABSTRA Iny volunteers’): 


otes end Queries. 
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i 
John Walsal tutored A. and F. Bacon, probably from mid= 
1566 until late 1569. He published A Sermon (1578), but ss ee 
his. son wrote The Life & Death of Jesus (1607), assigned 
him by STC. 
— 
— 
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"| most of the work at that stage in seminars. 


:meed my services further -- you can 


ANTI PODEAN INTELLI GEN CES 


fe the Editors 

Your Igaak Walton puzzle naturally intrigued me. I agree 
that the surname was King -- but not, I think, Bishop, or 
Elizebeth, I refrain from inflicting my desperate guesses 
upon you, but I certainly doubt whether the writing was 
I mak's. : 

Professor Butt has one more Walton erticle from me, in 
proof, for R.B.S. I prove (I hope) that Walton wrote Love 
and Truth; and! think I have shown that it is almost certain 
That he wrote Thealra and Clearchus, no mtter how many 
Chalkhilis there were in the late [6th and 1th Centuries. 
With this I leave Welton to scholars, like yourself, better 
able to deal with him; I have been working this year on a 
study of John Ford, with special reference to his technique 
and to his development. 

I believe R. G. Howarth has already written tp you about 
his projects, including Webster; and you know of A. J. A. 
Waldock's book on Milton,... praised as important by critics 
ae diverse as Leavis, C. S. Lewis, and J. B. Leishman. 

The 17th Century is the period set for our Honours 
‘ students their fourth (final) year, but we naturally do 
But did you 
know that we have lst year university classes of 5007 
Q@ne "lectures" to them through « microphone -- and you can 
, imagine the result. 

-- H. J. Oliver, 
Univ. of Sydney, Australia. 


NOTES ON HUDIBRAS 


In Percy Dobell's catalogue 103, Item 14, is offered a very 
interesting set of Hudibras, the Zacharay Grey edition of 
1744. The margins are filled with manuscript notes by someone 
in the early eighteenth century who aspired to edit Hudibras. 

According to Mr. Dobell's description, the fly leaf con- 
tains an explanation of the marginal notes. It reads "The 
following in MB signed R.W. were wrote by Dr. Wilkes and taken 
out of a book wherein the Doctor had wrote a number of notes 
and a large preface intending to have published a new edition 
of Hudibras, but Dr. Grey got the start of him. [Signed] 
Thos. Unett.” These notes eound intriguing. 


a= Je Me O. 


FOLGER NEWS 


‘Temporarily, at least, I shall be ver = 
y gled. to report 
the activities of the Folger Library to the peat ci as 


_ Century News Letter. As you my alread Lib 
3 e y know, the Li 
plamatog Tts own news letter, in the first number of which a 


Dr. Wright sets forth the policies of the new a 

dminiet 
A copy of that I will send you as soon as it is “hess. 
within a week or so certeinly, for I believe that scholers 
will be interested in our plans for the future. After that 
very informal "publication" gets under way, you may not 
erpt interest- 


Meanwhile, if you need some mat 
I can send on a few news item, arial 


-- Dorothy B. Mason, Folger Shakespeere L 
Washington, D. C. 


‘RESTORATION NEWS 


Joseph Wood Krutch's Comed and Conscience after the 
Restoration, long out of print, and difficult to find even in 


e@ second-hand book stores, has now been re-issued by the 
Columbie Press. For the new issue there has been added a 


-check-list of recent criticel studies on the topic, prepared 


by G. S. Alleman, who has in progress a large comprehensive. 
bibliography of Restoration scholership. 


-- Johnsonian News Letter. 


THIS HAPPY .BREED 


‘To the Bditor: 
Thank you for the copy of The Seventeenth Century News 
Letter. It seems to me that you “seventeenth — 
people have a very good time among yourselves. oc 
-- Amy M. Gilbert, Champlain. 
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. first edition of Dryden's MacFlecknoe was sold. 


NEWS FROM THE PFNAISSANCE 


Douglas Bush, Harvard, presented @ paper on "Science in 
Seventeenth Century Poetry" at the New England Conference 
on Renaissance Studies, Connecticut College, Apr. 30 - May 
1, 1948. 

John Crow, King's College, University of London, has in 
progress an edition of an agricultural book by John Craw- 
shey or Crowshey, 1636, of veterinary interest. 

A. K. Mcllwreith, Univ. of Liverpool, is editing an ; 
anthology of Five Stuart Tragedies for the World's Classics 
series of the Oxford University Press. 

Evelyn M, Simpron has ready for the press Donne's 
Juvenilia, anc near completion Donne's Essays in Divinity. 
Tn colleboretion with G. R. Potter, Univ. of California, 
she is working on Donne's Sermons for a 10 volume edition 
of Donne to be published by the Univ. of Californie Press. 
She has also in progress a study of Donne's prose. r 

The Warburg Institute of London has published e complete 
list of recent and prospective publications of the Insti- 
tute, perteining to the Reneissance (end sometimes the 
17th century). : 

‘ Mario Praz, Studies in Seventeenth Century Imagery, Il. 
_ A Bibliography of Emblem Books has been published 
Studies of the Warburg Institute No. 3, Part II, 1948. 

-- Renaissance News, Autumn. 


MILTON VARIORUM COMM TTEB 


To the Editor: ; 

The Milton Variorum Committee has received replies from 60 
or more Milton scholars, and the Committee will report on 
these answers at the December meeting. Interest in the pro- 
ject is considerable, though the majority of people to whom 
questionnaires were sent did not bother to return them. The 
majority of those who answered thought that a Variorum edit- 
-{on of at least the poetry shouldbe undertaken. We will try 
to give further details at the meeting. 

-- J. Milton French, Rutgers. 


PERI ODI CALS 


The Periodical Post Soke No. 2 (November), is underteking 
st 


‘to find out which of a of periodicals it would be most — 


“desirable to have microfilmed by University Microfilms, Ann 


Arbor. Some of the periodicals are of the late Seventeenth 


Century 


The group announces a conference on “Research Problems 


“end Materiels in Americen and British Periodicals" at the _ 
“Lie Le A. Convention; admission by application to R. P. 


Bond, Chapel Hill, N. Ce. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN M. L. A. 


We have received Vol. I, No. 3 of the News Bulletin of 


the Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association, of which 
[George Arms, University of New Mexico, is editor. 
.we read, and shall read, this Bulletin with interest, we 


Although 
found nothing in this issue of special Seventeenth Century 


reference, 


We shoulc be glad to receive news of other regional 
Associations, end to pass slong any news in which our sub- 
scribers would be interested. 


MACFLECKNOE FIRST EDITION 


On October eleventh at Sotheby's in London a copy of the 
This is the 
edition listed as l4a in Macdonald's Dryden Bibliography. 
Though they rarely pass through the auction rooms, fortunate- 
ly the leading American @ryden collections in America already 
possess copies of this famous satire. 


J. Me 
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THE COURT WITS 


welcome to all students of the Restoration period. 
As a biographical and critical account of a group, Wilson 
hee handled his difficult task well. The identity of each 


‘4ndividual comes through clearly, and the place of each in the 


group is made distinct by the author. As a result the book 
places Sedley, Buckingham, Mulgrave, Buckhurst, Dorset, Ether- 
idge, Rochester and the others in prospective. 


Indeed, the wits who are the subject of Wilson's pen are not 


the only ones pleced in prospective. For example, it helps us 
to see that John Dryden, called a “monster of immorality” by 
the Victorians, was a mild lew-abiding citizen compared to 
these others. The book is an excellent introduction to liter- 
ary history of the Restoration. 

The full learning of the author is displayed throughout the 
volume, which is packed with out-of-the-way information. A 
carefully prepared index makes this information readily avail- 
able. The Princeton University Presse has produced a handsome 
book, with fourteen illustrations. 


Je M. O. 


NEWS FROM NORTHERN LATITUDES 


To the Editor: 

Under separate cover I am sending two recent Milton art- 
icles -- "Milton and the Protestant Aesthetic", University 
of Toronto Quarterly, July 1948 and “Poetry, Belief and 
Paradise st," TalThsusie Review, July 1948. The first of 
these will be a chapter in the book on Christian symbolism 
which you list currently as “under way". It will continue 
to be “under way" for at least two years more -- but it is 
growing. 

I am told that there was an inquiry for my Milton's 
Royalism in the summer News Letter. The book has been out 
of print for over three years. Several libraries have re- 
cently secured second-hand copies by advertising, I believe. 

-- Melcolm Ross, Manitoba. 


MILTON IN GLD CALABRIA 


In the August number of Life and Letters Norman Lougles 
elaborates at length an essay of his, “Milton in Calebrie," 
first published in 1915 in Old Calabrie. He minteins that 
the sacred tragedy Adamo Caduto, by Serafino delle Selendra. 
was “the chief source” of Parecise Lost, and backs his 
assertion by the citation of copious perallels. He compleins 
that scholers refused to teke proper notice of his earlier 
essay, but hopes they will not ignore the latest one! 


(Contributed). 


ROCHESTER CONFERENCES 


Dr. Louis B. Wright, director of the Folger Shakespeare 
Librery, wes the first speaker in a series of four confer- 
ences on The Nature and Influence of Gultural Trends in 
American Letters sponsored by the Depertment of English 


‘of the University of Rochester in November, December, Janu- 


ery, and February. The subject of his talk, delivered 
November 5, was “The American Version of the Christian 
Gentleman." 


DRYDEN OON FERENCE 


One of the “Conferences of Scholars", a new feature of the 
1948 MLA Annual Meeting, will be devoted to John Dryden. Mall 
details will be found in the program for the MLA meeting. 

The moving spirit in calling the conference is Edward N. 
Hooker of UCLA, the editor of the forthcoming edition of Dry- 
den's complete works. The Conference will discuss aspects of 
Dryden's learning, especially as they reveal sources of his 
imgerye 

Je Me 


JOSEPH QUINCY ADAMS 
MEMORIAL STULIES 


The Folger Shakespeare, Library announces the publicetion 
of Joseph Quincy Adems; Memorial Studies, ed. by James C. 
McManawey, Giles E. Dawson, end Edwin Cc. Willoughby. (806 
$10.00 postpaid). 

With the announcement Mr. McManawey writes, “You may be 
interested in the enclosure, not only because J. Q. Adams 
wrote on seventeenth-century authors enc problems, but elso 
beceuse of his contribution to seventeenth-century scholar- 
ship as Director of the Folger Shakespeare Library through 
his spectaculer enrichment of the Librery's holcings in the 
euthors of the period, particulerly Dryden, and because of 
the content of a number of the essays.” 

Also, we might edd incidentally, because eo many of the 
contributors are subscribers to the Seventeenth Century News 
Letter: R. C. Bald, O. J. Campbell, W. W. Greg, Francis R. 
Johnson, John L. Lievsay, George B. Parks, C. J. Sisson, 
M. A. Shaaber, and Helen C. White. 


INTERESTING ITEMS IN P & C CATALOGUE 


In their recent catalogue 341, Messrs. Pickering and Chatto 
have included many items of interest to seventeenth century 
students. For example, item 522 is a presentation copy of 
John Locke's Report Containing an Essay for the Amendment of 
the Silver Coins, 1695, given by Locke to William Molyneux. 

Item 425 is a copy of Barnaby Rich's Farewell to the Mili- 
tarie Profession, 1606, an important Shakespearian source 
book. This copy belonged to Thomas Park, and has some notes 
by Francis Douce. 

Item 527 is the rare 1658 edition of The Passion of Dido 
for Aeneas, by Edmund Waller and Sidney Godolphin. 

ee Je oO. 


SOUTH-CENTRAL M. L. A. 


At its fifth meeting at Oklahoma City end Norman, 
Oklehoma, the above organiration helc an extensive pro- 
grem with getherings of thirteen groups on October 29 end 
30, At the Medievel and Rensissance meeting, Geoffrey 
Langsam, Newcomb College, presented e paper on “Fluellen - 
No Mere Comic", and Dudley R. Hutcherson, Univ. of Missis- 
sippi, one on "Suckling and Lovelace: A Study of the 
attitudes expressed in Their Poetry." 

-- Jewel Wurtzbeugh, Sec'y-Treas., 

Univ. of Oklehom, 


CATALOGUE OF 17TH CENTURY LITERATURE 


It is rather unusual for an American bookseller to offer a 
catalogue concerned entirely with English literature of the 
seventeenth and sixteenth centuries. Thus catalogue No. 17 
issued by Geoffrey Steele of Chappaqua, New York, is doubly 
welcome. 

Though many of the items are reprints made in later cent- 
uries, a good portion are original editions published before 
1700, His prices seem attractive, and many of the items are 
fairly rare. The catalogue should interest collector and 
working scholer alike. 


de M oO. 


VIEWS ON LUNCHEON SPEECHES 


"I personally favor four=-minute speeches -- just enough to 
acquaint the sudience with the identity of the men in the 


field." 


-- J. Max Patrick, Floride. 


"No man except the speaker ever wished a speech longer 
than it was. And if several are to telk, let them all telk at 
once. It will meke more noise that wey end it will be sooner 
over.” 


-- S. Johnson, lete of London.* 


| * According to Joseph Wood Krutch, at @ Johnson's birthday 


dinner reported in the Johnsonian News Letter, October, 1948. 


This summer saw the publication of The Court Wits of the 

Restoration by John Howerd Wilson of Ohio State University i. 

(Princeton University Press, $4). This book is extremely - 

| 
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